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Kurt Kuenne Succeeds with 'Dear
Zachary' - Canadian Bill Becomes Law

It might seem strange to kick off with a quote from
'Pump Up the Volume,' but we're living in a "'why
bother?' generation." There are so many people that
need help, slices of life that need to be improved, that it
seems like too much -- a massive whirlwind where one
person cannot make a difference. It often seems
pointless to try, especially when it's a long and ongoing
struggle, like 'The Cove's' attempt to stop the Taiji
dolphin hunt.

But if there's any reminder for us to stop sitting on our
collective behinds and do something -- anything, it's
Kurt Kuenne and his documentary 'Dear Zachary, A
Letter to a Son About His Father.' After experiencing
a tragic loss that could have been avoided, he made a film and pushed not only for
audiences to see it, but also the governmental powers that could make an important
and powerful change.

After gaining unanimous support over months and years of effort, we're very happy to
report that Zachary's Bill has been passed by Canadian Senate, and in the words of
the filmmaker himself: "Governor General David Johnston gave Royal Assent to our
bail bill, Bill C-464, making it law in Canada." 

Before anything else, I plead with you to seek out the film (Netflix has it streaming in
both the US and Canada). The rest of this piece will discuss spoiler aspects of the
documentary, and it's best to go in blind.

Bill C-464 is "An Act to Amend the Criminal Code: Justification for Detention in
Custody" and has added a clause to section 515(10)(b) of Canada's criminal code. It
gives the courts the power to deny bail to someone accused of a serious crime who
is deemed a potential danger to children under the age of 18.

Newsletter Facebook Twitter RSS

Cinematical Seven Tom Cruise Sequels Spider-Man Casting

New Superman Blu-ray DVDs Video Game Movies

ADVERTISEMENT

Follow Us

Hot Topics

Enter ZIP/Postal Code - Search Movies

News Reviews Interviews Sci Fi Horror

By Monika Bartyzel (Subscribe to Monika Bartyzel's posts)

Posted Dec 17th 2010 1:00PM

Filed under: Movie News, Cinematical

1 Comments

Like 37 likes. Sign Up to see what your friends
like.

| Email

'Narnia: Dawn Treader' Barely Treads
Water, Wins Weak Box Office

Blake Edwards, Prolific 'Pink Panther'
Director, Dies at 88

Tom Hardy Is Moviefone's Breakout Star
of 2010

Most Popular Articles

Movie Times Movies DVD Trailers Reviews Blog

AOL Mail Sign in / Register Help Feedback

http://www.moviefone.com/advancedSearch?mode=changeLocation
http://www.moviefone.com/theaters/favorites
http://www.moviefone.com/syndication
http://www.moviefone.com/help/frequently_asked_questions/answers36
http://www.cinematical.com/
http://www.blog.moviefone.com/all-categories
http://blog.moviefone.com/2010/12/17/dear-zachary-law-passed/
http://www.moviefone.com/celebrity/kurt-kuenne/2004793/main
http://www.moviefone.com/movie/dear-zachary-a-letter-to-a-son-about-his/34308/main?icid=movsmartsearch
http://blog.moviefone.com/2010/03/23/dear-zachary-bill-gets-passed-unanimously-by-house-of-commons/
http://www.netflix.com/Movie/Dear%20Zachary:%20A%20Letter%20to%20a%20Son%20About%20His%20Father/70095159?mqso=80012927
http://www.netflix.ca/Movie/Dear-Zachary-A-Letter-to-a-Son-About-His-Father/70095159?lnkctr=srchrd-sr&trkid=1931527
http://www.moviefone.com/syndication/moviemail
http://www.facebook.com/cinematical
http://twitter.com/cinematical
http://www.cinematical.com/rss.xml
http://blog.moviefone.com/tag/cinematical+seven
http://blog.moviefone.com/tag/tom%20cruise/
http://blog.moviefone.com/tag/Spider-Man/
http://blog.moviefone.com/tag/superman
http://blog.moviefone.com/category/blu-ray-dvd-movies/
http://blog.moviefone.com/tag/video+game+movies
http://www.moviefone.com/
http://blog.moviefone.com/category/movie-news/
http://blog.moviefone.com/tag/cinematical+reviews
http://blog.moviefone.com/tag/interviews
http://blog.moviefone.com/category/sci-fi
http://blog.moviefone.com/category/horror/
http://blog.moviefone.com/bloggers/monika-bartyzel/
http://blog.moviefone.com/bloggers/monika-bartyzel/rss.xml
http://blog.moviefone.com/category/movie-news/
http://blog.moviefone.com/category/cinematical/
http://blog.moviefone.com/2010/12/17/dear-zachary-law-passed/#comments
http://www.facebook.com/campaign/landing.php?campaign_id=137675572948107&partner_id=blog.moviefone.com&placement=like_button&extra_1=http%3A%2F%2Fblog.moviefone.com%2F2010%2F12%2F17%2Fdear-zachary-law-passed%2F&extra_2=US
javascript:window.print();
http://share.aol.com/sendmail/aolshare?pu=http%3A%2F%2Fblog.moviefone.com%2F2010%2F12%2F17%2Fdear-zachary-law-passed%2F%3Fa_dgi%3Daolshare_email&pt=Kurt%20Kuenne%20Succeeds%20with%20%5C'Dear%20Zachary%5C'%20-%20Canadian%20Bill%20Becomes%20Law&pd=
http://www.facebook.com/sharer.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fblog.moviefone.com%2F2010%2F12%2F17%2Fdear-zachary-law-passed%2F%3Fa_dgi%3Daolshare_facebook&t=Kurt%20Kuenne%20Succeeds%20with%20%5C'Dear%20Zachary%5C'%20-%20Canadian%20Bill%20Becomes%20Law
http://twitter.com/share?url=http%3A%2F%2Fblog.moviefone.com%2F2010%2F12%2F17%2Fdear-zachary-law-passed%2F%3Fa_dgi%3Daolshare_twitter&text=Kurt%20Kuenne%20Succeeds%20with%20%5C'Dear%20Zachary%5C'%20-%20Canadian%20Bill%20Becomes%20Law&via=AOL
http://digg.com/submit?url=http%3A%2F%2Fblog.moviefone.com%2F2010%2F12%2F17%2Fdear-zachary-law-passed%2F%3Fa_dgi%3Daolshare_digg&title=Kurt%20Kuenne%20Succeeds%20with%20%5C'Dear%20Zachary%5C'%20-%20Canadian%20Bill%20Becomes%20Law&description=
http://lifestream.aol.com/share/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fblog.moviefone.com%2F2010%2F12%2F17%2Fdear-zachary-law-passed%2F%3Fa_dgi%3Daolshare_lifestream&title=Kurt%20Kuenne%20Succeeds%20with%20%5C'Dear%20Zachary%5C'%20-%20Canadian%20Bill%20Becomes%20Law&description=
http://blog.moviefone.com/2010/12/12/box-office-report-december-10-12/
http://blog.moviefone.com/2010/12/16/blake-edwards-dead/
http://blog.moviefone.com/2010/12/10/tom-hardy-breakout-star-of-2010/
http://www.moviefone.com/showtimes/closesttheaters
http://www.moviefone.com/new-movie-releases
http://www.moviefone.com/dvd
http://www.moviefone.com/movie-trailers
http://www.moviefone.com/reviews
http://blog.moviefone.com/
http://www.aol.com/
http://mail.aol.com/
https://my.screenname.aol.com/_cqr/login/login.psp?sitedomain=www.moviefone.com&siteState=OrigUrl%3Dhttp%3A%2F%2Fblog.moviefone.com%2F2010%2F12%2F17%2Fdear-zachary-law-passed%2F&offerId=moviefone-en-us
http://help.aol.com/help/product/moviefone/
http://feedback.aol.com/rs/rs.php?sid=movies
http://www.aol.com/


12/17/10 5:23 PMKurt Kuenne Succeeds with 'Dear Zachary' - Canadian Bill Becomes Law - The Moviefone Blog

Page 2 of 4http://blog.moviefone.com/2010/12/17/dear-zachary-law-passed/

is deemed a potential danger to children under the age of 18.

As the film outlines, Kuenne's life-long best friend Andrew Bagby was murdered by
his girlfriend, Shirley Jane Turner. After his passing, the filmmaker started learning
things about his fallen friend, and decided to make one last movie to remember -- and
learn -- about Andrew. He traveled across the US, as well as Europe and Canada, to
talk to the people he'd touched.

But then came a twist -- Turner was pregnant with Andrew's child. She fled the US,
had young Zachary, and lived freely as extradition was pending. So Kuenne
repositioned the film as a letter to the young boy about his fallen father. But the story
did not end simply.

After it was found that there was enough evidence to try her, Turner was taken into
custody, but then she appealed to a judge and was released. Turner regained
custody of Zachary, and on August 18, 2003, she took her young son and jumped
into the Atlantic Ocean, killing them both. What was once a letter to a son about his
father became a highly personal, passionate and inspiring documentary about a
flawed justice system.

Though the nature in which the documentary was crafted evokes a visceral
experience, the film triumphed because of the dedication and drive of those involved.
Kuenne didn't mourn his friend and then quietly close the scrapbook of memories. He
set out to connect and learn every last thing he could about Andrew. And when
Zachary was murdered as well, Kuenne strove to fix the injustice. Likewise, Andrew's
parents, Kate and David, dropped everything and showed the most monumental
example of strength and determination -- facing their son's murderer every day to be
in their grandson's life. And when he was cruelly taken from the world, they worked
with Kuenne every step of the way to get their story out and get Canadian law
changed.

We're lucky to have 'Dear Zachary,' and as much as cinema might lather us in the
most lazy and cliched stories, it can also bring us inspirational hope to not only spark
our own passions and causes, but also improve the world for the better.

Congratulations to Kuenne and the Bagby's for their tireless efforts and strength.

Tags: Andrew Bagby, Bill  C-464, Cinematical, Dear Zachary, Dear Zachary A Letter To A Son
About His Father, Kurt Kuenne
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